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Forging Death: The Syrian Regime Conceals its War Crimes
Ali Al-Ibrahim — Syria
VICE Arabia
9 December 2018

A year and a half ago, we met with a group of families whose loved ones died under torture in Syria’s
prisons and security branches. At the time, these families entered into a dispute over the location and
date of a video that we obtained from a military hospital in the central city of Homs. The recording
shows a detainee being held in the hospital, beaten, blindfolded, handcuffed and shackled to the bed
by his arms and feet. As we presented this video to the group, a man in his 70’s put his palm to his
face and ran it over his hair, immediately ending the dispute that lasted for more than half an hour by
saying: “This is my nephew. They told us of his death months after his arrest.” The detainee in the
video was reported to have died of natural causes, but it was the first time his family saw evidence of
beating and torture on his body; a body that was never return to them.

We met this group during the investigation on the photographs of victims which had been leaked by
Syrian soldiers who had broken away from the regime. He tracked down the photographers,
interviewed families of detainees and verified the images, videos and other documents.

The precise numbers vary, but Human Rights Watch estimates up to 13,000 detainees have died out
of a total of 80,000 since 2011 .The Syrian Regime claims all 13,000 causes of death are due to natural
causes, while survivors and families of victims say that they are victims of torture and inhuman
conditions. During our work we obtained dozens of photographs, documents and testimonies
confirming the death of a number of detainees due to torture, despite the fact that their deaths were
recorded in the official documents of military hospitals and civil conditions as natural deaths for
reasons such as cardiac arrest, and respiratory failure.

We received 14 death certificates from personal acquaintances issued by military hospitals. The victims
range in age from 22 to 45 years old, all of whom were detained in the Syrian Regime’s prisons. We
interviewed their families, in addition to medical and military sources in the Syrian regime, past and
present, as well as human rights activists inside and outside Syria, and we have also received
documents, photographs and video clips that we will not be able to show for the personal safety of

our sources.

We adopted a survey methodology by comparing buildings and terrain using satellite images from
Google Earth and DigitalGlobe based on photographs of dead victims that were leaked by Syrian
soldiers who broke away from the regime. As we searched for their identities and investigated the
circumstances of their deaths, we discovered that the Syrian regime’s approach to death by torture was
systematic; our investigation took us to six Syrian cities only to uncover the regime’s deliberate
approach to abduction and torture and concealment of evidence.
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Rehab Al-Alawi is a young Syrian woman in her 20’s, her photograph was the only one published of
a woman among a number of photos leaked by a military photographer who broke away from the
regime and is code-named “Caesar”. The image of Rehab is a dead body lying on the ground of a
parking lot surrounded by dozens of pale, slim, mutilated bodies whose features that are difficult to
identify after years of detention and torture.

On the 21st of September 2013, the sun rose, its rays revealed what was secretly in the cells of the
Syrian Regime's’ prisons. More than 53,000 photographs of detainee bodies leaked by “Caesat”, a
former sergeant working for the Ministry of Defense. He was appointed to photograph crime and
accident scenes for the military police, but ever since the outbreak of the Syrian revolution in mid-
March 2011, he was appointed to document and take photographs of civilian bodies that were victims
of torture and murder by members of the Syrian regime.

Through the leaked photos, Rehab’s family was informed that the body of their daughter had become
just another number after she was arrested on the 17th of January 2013 by the “Raid & Storm Unit”,
a special unit that belonged to the military police. She was charged with “kidnapping and killing a
Syrian regime officer”. After her arrest, her family tried to discover her whereabouts through personal
acquaintances and officials in the Syrian government, to only find months later that she died of heart
failure. The family never received the body, but six months later the family identified her through the
leaked images, images that revealed the number 2935 on her forehead belonging to Branch 215.

The lifeless body of Rehab - leaked by “Caesar”

Rehab’s dramatic story isn’t the only one from Syria’s prisons. We collected 14 documents and death
certificates from the family of detainees issued from military hospitals in Syria in several provinces
(Damascus, Homs, Aleppo, Daraa, Idlib, and Deir al-Zour). The certificates only state the cause of

> <<
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death as “cardiac arrest”, “respiratory failure” and “myocardial infarction” - also known as a heart
attack. But according to the testimonies of the parents and former detainees who lived in the prisons,

these 14 people died a gruesome death.
How do the detainees die?

“The majority of those that die in Syrian prisons and detention centers are young adults, and the causes
of death mentioned by death certificates and medical reports usually do not usually lead to the death

2

of young adults.” states the Minister of Health at the Syrian Interim Government Firas Al-Jundi,
adding, “The Syrian regime and its medical and security institutions issue certificates that say that the
cause of death is cardiac arrest, or respiratory failure or a heart attack, but most of the detainees are
young adults, and it’s unusual for them to die of heart failure. What we know is that detainees die as a
result of malnutrition, medical neglect and torture that they are exposed to in Syrian prisons and

security detention centers.”
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“Rehab was tortured several times at the security facility and her cause of death was torture.” claims
Hanadi Al Hussein, a former detainee who spent three weeks at the facility. At the beginning of 2017,
The Committee on Justice and International Accountability, which includes an independent group of
legal experts, smuggled over 700,000 pages of detailed evidence of torture from the Syrian intelligence
and security archives through a secret network.

The families of the detainees identified the stacked and splayed bodies in Caesar’s images from their
faces and distinctive signs on their bodies. We followed the trail of dozens of pictures and met with
their families, including the photo of the Dr. Ayham Ghazul, who was killed under torture on
November 9, 2012, four days after his arrest from Damascus University campus.

In order to prove that these detainees did not die from natural causes, we collected 14 death certificates
of detainees from military branches and hospitals. We presented these military death certificates to the
families who had only received a statement from the civil registry that only stated time and location
of death but not the cause. We also received photographs of the bodies of the victims from Caesar’s
leaks and presented them to a defected military forensic doctor. These certificates were then
corroborated by former detainees, defectors from the Syrian regime, former and current doctors and
officers who work in those security branches, hospitals and prisons. They all confirmed that the
detainees died as a result of torture or conditions of detention in prisons or security branches.

Marks on the Corpses

We met with Maryam Al-Barrak, Ayham’s mother, in Berlin, to recount the details of her son’s arrest.
Clutching his photograph, the sorrow apparent on her face, “My son was arrested in the Faculty of
Dentistry at Damascus University, where he supervised the students in their third and fourth years as
they prepared for their masters thesis. As he was walking down the steps of the lecture hall with his
student, two young students from the so-called “Union of Syrian Students” arrested him, she recounts,
“He dragged him to the detention room, an administrative room in the Faculty of Medicine, which
contained tools they could torture him with. They tied his hands and began beating him on his stomach
and head, they removed his fingernails from his feet and took him to an undisclosed location.”

A student from the Faculty of Arts told the family that Ayham was taken and he was witness to what
happened to him, Al Barrak states, “He told us that Ayham had lost consciousness, so they poured

boiling water on him, then a security car arrived that belonged to the “Raid & Storm Unit” Branch
215 and took him.

According to his lawyer, August 2014 Caesar testified before US Congress, and said, “I did not witness
any of this before. Before the revolution the regime’s men tortured detainees for information, but
today they do it for the sake of murder. I saw marks left by burning candles, and once the round mark
of a stove - the sort you use to heat tea- that had burned someone’s face and hair. Some people had
deep cuts, some had their eyes gouged out, their teeth broken, you could see the traces of lashes with
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those cables you use to start cars. There were wounds full of pus, as if they’d been left untreated for a
long time and had got infected. Sometimes the bodies were covered with blood that looked fresh. It
was clear they had died very recently.”

Dr. Abdel Tawab Shahrour, Former Head of Forensic Medicine in Aleppo, who defected from the
Syrian regime at the end of 2013 and currently resides in Germany, confirmed the same details. He
spoke to us about the bodies that were sent to him from the security branches and prisons, saying:
"The bodies of detainees reach us from prisons and security branches with marks of torture, including
those who reach us after being shot or stabbed, but the officers present ask the doctor to write an
alternative medical report that the death of the detainee was normal, such as "myocardial infarction"

or “cardiac arrest or respiratory failure”.

215 is a security branch affiliated with the Military Intelligence Services - also known as the “Raid &
Storm Unit” and is located in Kafr Sousa in the capital, Damascus. Several testimonies of survivors
of detention in Branch 215 reported daily incidents of death due to torture, some even amounting to
25 deaths in a single day. This facility had the highest daily deaths of all the military branches in Syria.

"I spent a year and a half, I could not believe what was said, was he actually martyred or not? Where
was his body? Where was he buried?" she concluded. She was then able to get a death certificate stating
that he died of "cardiac arrest and respiratory failure”.

The mother of the doctor provided us with the death certificate she received, showing that the doctor,
Ayham Ghazoul, died of a “cardiac arrest” while the images leaked by Caesar showed a dead body
with the number 320 on his forehead at branch 215 with obvious torture marks all over his body.
Military hospitals, however, stopped giving the families of the dead any documentation of their deaths
inside military detention centers or hospitals in 2013, up until June of last year, and they have been
doing so sporadically ever since. Ayham’s story along with many others opens the door to the question:
“Why are the death certificates stating a different cause of death?”

The Syrian regime has now handed over hundreds of documents and medical death certificates over
the past eight weeks due to pressure from families and human rights organizations according to
Marwan Al-Ash, Secretary of the Syrian Committee for Detainees and Detainees - an independent
NGO working to document cases of detention, as well as campaigning for their release and working
to provide their families with the support needed, says, “The Syrian Regime handed over death
certificates to the families of the detainees stating the cause of death was a heart attack, which is in
contradiction to the method of their real death, in an attempt to hide the fact that the death of the
individual and collective was done under the torture of the Syrian regime. They obscured the
characteristics of the crime and the individual’s collective murder under torture by the Syrian regime
in an attempt to obliterate all evidence and proof of the existence of torture in prisons.
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At the end of July 2018, the Syrian government published the names of 1000 civilians who died in the
regime’s prisons. We spoke to six families who chose to remain anonymous due to the fact that they
still live in Darya, a city still under regime control. They all confirmed that they had received death
certificates of their family members that had been detained but those certificates contained no other
details other than the detainee name and the date of death. Bassam Al-Ahmad, Director of Syrians for
Truth and Justice, a human rights organization, considers this an attempt by institutions inside the
Syrian regime to obliterate and conceal any evidence of the death of detainees inside military branches,
because this could lead to future prosecution of officials in the judicial system.

From Detainee to Dead

On June 2017, the provincial civil affairs departments started to register the detainees who died in the
regime's prisons as dead in official death certificates and asked their relatives to come to receive them.
In Western Ghouta, in a town known as Muadamiyat al-Sham, a list was published by the Civil Affairs
Department of 165 civilians that died in the regime's prisons, out of a total of 700 that were held. The
list included 40 women. In the city of Hama in central Syria, the Department of Civil Affairs received
at the beginning of October a list of 120 detainees that had died in the regime's prisons from the
regime itself, while the regime's intelligence and lists of names of victims added that the cause of death

was an "acute heart attack."

In Al-Hasakah, east of Syria, a list of some 500 prisoners who died in the prisons of the capital,
Damascus, also arrived at the Civil Affairs Department after they had been transferred to the capital.

In one of the Turkish refugee camps on the border with Syria, Fahed Al-Hamid, a defected Syrian
officer who had worked at one the security branches smuggled out the documents that we had been
looking for, after successive attempts and contacts, agreed to reveal lists of 131 detainees who he says
were killed under torture in " Mezzeh Military Hospital “or “Hospital 6017, Harasta Hospital, Tishreen
Military Hospital and Al-Mowasat Hospital. He claims these hospitals in Damascus issued death
certificates that differ from how the detainees died because all the reports state that the detainees died
as a result of natural causes such as "chest pain or heart failure," the dissident officer says.

Yousef Al-Azma Hospital or Al-Mezzeh Military Hospital or “Hospital 601" are all the same name
for what is known as the most notorious slaughterhouse in Damascus, according to a description of
human rights activists and former detainees. The hospital is which is administratively run by the
Ministry of Defense. Military patients are transferred there as well as sick detainees that have suffered
from torture, or those that have chronic diseases as a result of being kept in bad conditions at the
security facilities. Bodies were stored there of people that had died of torture...

When detainees suffer from chronic pain due to torture at the security branches, they are then
transferred to Tishreen Military Hospital. Testimonies from several doctors, military dissidents and
human rights activists would say that a detainee from the moment of his entry and exit from Tishreen
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Hospital is subjected to physical violations, and systematic torture that ultimately leads to the death of
the detainee.

We received medical reports from military hospitals signed and sealed by the medical staff, stating that
the detainees had died in the hospital as a result of a heart attack, in contrast to the photographs of
victim’s bodies and previous testimonies.

Human slaughterhouses

A report by the Syrian Human Rights Network reveals figures on the number of detainees and
disappeared persons in addition to those who died in Syrian prisons, where a report of the network
documented the killing of 1,197 civilians in Syria due to torture between March 2011 and June 2018.
According to the report, And 59 women, while at least 121,829 people have been in arbitrary detention
or enforced disappearance since March 2011, about 87 percent of whom are in the system and are
likely to be entitled to "the fate of thousands of notaries as arbitrary detention or enforced
disappearance have been killed under torture and in prisons and security branches.”

Of these victims, Abdul Rahman Kamoun, a man in his 40’s from the city of Darya, was arrested on
December 31, 2012 at a checkpoint near the city of Mouadamiya run by the Fourth Armored Division,
an elite division of the army commanded by the brother of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. “I have
not heard any news of my husband at all," said Abdul Rahman's wife. "The news began to trickle in
in early February 2014 from former detainees who reported that he died under torture at Mezzeh
Military Airport.” Two months later, his mother was able to review documents at the military police
headquarters in Qabun, where they informed her of the death but without any documents or evidence.
It wasn’t until October 2014, when we were able to obtain his personal belongings and a paper signed
by Tishreen Military Hospital, where he was being held at the end of his life, stating he died of “cardiac
arrest and respiratory failure”.

Human Rights Watch investigated the conditions of security branches in Damascus following the leak
of images. They said that the largest number of photographs taken by Cesear were taken at the
detention centers of the following five security branches, all located in Damascus and managed by the
Syrian Military Intelligence Division, including the notorious Section 215, The branch of the Military
Intelligence; the Air Intelligence Branch in Damascus; and Branch 235 of the Military Intelligence,
also known as the Palestine Branch.

One of the former detainees told us about the details of the horrific beatings of detainees in the prisons
and the Syrian security branches, including the Palestine Branch, the Mezzeh Prison and Sednaya
Prison. "We heard terrifying sounds from sunset until 12am. We heard shouting and screaming coming
from below us. These sounds were not normal. It was as if they were being slaughtered alive.”
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A Verbal Notification

A doctor, Mohammed Zakaria Al-Nidaf, 52, a resident of the city of Al-Kiswa in rural Damascus, was
arrested with his family in early 2014 on charges of engaging in opposition activity. His wife was
released after six months of detention after an exchange deal with a prisoner A year after his arrest,
the doctor's wife's phone rang and, in a low voice, the caller told the lady that her husband’s body was
among the leaked images. It’s undeniable from the leaked picture that the husband died under torture
and appears to have visible evidence and bruising on the body. His family were verbally notified by
Hospital 601 stating that he died of “cardiac arrest and heart failure”.

In Eastern Syria, the family of football player Captain Mahmoud Al-Alj, a right-wing player in Syria's
former team, received a report from the civil registry in Al-Hasakah province on the death of their
son. The family of the player confirmed that her son Mahmoud was arrested in the capital Damascus
on October 8, 2014, by the State Security Branch on the basis of a security report, and received the
news of his death through verbal notification from the civil registry.

The Syrian Sports Organization of the Syrian Opposition documented [SOURCE] more than 390
Syrian abducted athletes from the beginning of the revolution in Syria until the end of November
2016. Among those who have been detained are Syria's cycling champion Ahmed Lahlah, basketball
players Wael Walid Kani, another basketball player in Al-Karama Club and the army Rodin Ajak, and
the country’s wrestling hero Malik Khalil Haj Hamad.

In the town of Khirbet Ghazaleh in Daraa province, south of Syria, Farouk Mohammed Abdul
Rahman Al-Amour, a man in his 60’s, was arrested from his home when the town was stormed by
security forces in 2012. According to his wife, they received a death certificate and a medical report
on 17 November 2013 from Tishreen Military Hospital.

Yamen Oud from Deir al-Zour, Ayman Nazih Arman from al-Raqqa and Khaled Mu'ahi al-Raji from
the countryside of Aleppo are among the dozens that were buried in a medical report confirming that
the person died of a stroke or a heart attack. The hospital personnel then writes the number of the
body on the deceased's brow or chest, and below it the number of the branch.

We spoke to the family of Yamen Oud over Skype and they told us that they saw the body of their
son with signs of torture and knife stabs in the chest area in a leaked photograph. “Yaman died as a
result of torture. Tishreen Military Hospital stated that the cause of death was cardiac arrest and
respiratory failure but testimonies from their relatives during interviews with the reporter confirmed

that their children had been "killed in the Syrian regime's prisons under torture,”" according to the

testimonies of former detainees who were with him in the same detention camp.
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Caesar Family Association
The certificates we obtained corresponds to statements we received during interviews

To verity the authenticity of the pictures, we contacted a forensic doctor who served in a military
hospital in Damascus for more than 14 years as a Lieutenant Colonel before he escaped two years ago
due to the pressures he was subjected to at work to register the deaths of detainees as natural deaths.
The doctor refused to talk to us several times for fear of what he described as "security reasons related
to his fate," but after repeated attempts and after we presented him with the pictures and the death

certificates he agreed to talk to us.

"The bodies were bruised and beaten with sharp objects, and the effects of torture are clear; he
suffered during his time there," the doctor told us he saw and examined, “More than 1,000 bodies of
detainees in the 601 Hospital or Mezzeh Military Hospital with similar effects” and that he was forced
to register their deaths as natural causes.

The doctor also added that the security services and the Syrian security services are competing to show
their brutality in torturing the detainees. On some days, the number of civilians killed under torture
would be at least 15 people per day.

In another testimony, one of the doctors we met in Amman, Jordan, said at the end of last year: "The
detainees were transferred to Hospital 601, and Tishreen Military Hospital, some of them holding
onto dear life, but then died under torture in the hospital as military officers would interrogate them
on the hospital bed.” He clarified, ““The majority of those who did not die straight away died for other
reasons, such as renal failure resulting from beating the detainee violently and repeatedly in the kidney
area, causing dysfunction in the organ and thus the inability of the body to discharge toxins.The
detainees would remain blindfolded, completely naked, and handcuffed to the bed.”

We sought the technical expertise of Hadi Al-Khatib, who specializes in digital verification and open
source analysis. We confirmed with Khatib that the pictures and videos are real and take place in
military sites in several areas of Syria, especially those in the car park during the collection of corpses
by comparing reference points such as buildings, mountain terrains, trucks and the white car with
satellite images from Google Earth, DigitalGlobe.

We also verified the leaked images through military uniforms and the identities of the recruits who
appeared in the pictures. They are members of the Syrian regime forces at the Al-Mezzeh Military
Hospital, also known as Hospital 601, which specializes in transporting and packing the corpses. We
were also able to identify the identities of two of military personnel that appeared in the pictures, and
obtained their names in full. A conscript (R.A) from Homs, and a volunteer from the city of Aleppo,
both of which are working for the Syrian Regime.
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How are the bodies disposed of?

We met an ex-brigadier of the regime who had served at Tishreen in the Swedish capital of Stockholm.
The brigadier wishes to remain anonymous for fear of his life. He told us that after corpses were piled
into refrigerators, they were then transported in refrigerated cars to the mass graves that were located
in many locations, "Najha" south of Damascus and Al-Dumayr Military Airport.

According to “Caesar’'s statement at members of the House of Foreign Affairs Committee, “Every
numbered body is examined by a forensic doctor and then left in the open exposed to rodents and
insects. After more than two hundred or three hundred bodies have been piled up, they are then taken
to unknown places”. In a similar testimony we obtained from a doctor who worked in one of these
military hospitals in Damascus, he confirmed that the forensic surgeon was "mummifying the bodies",
which is classified according to a specific pattern , and ordering them to be packed in bags and loaded
in cars on top of each other.

Stuart Jones, former Acting US Assistant Secretary of State for the Near Eastern Affairs, publicly said
on on May 15, 2017 that the Syrian government was using a crematorium to get rid of prisoners’
bodies in Sednaya prison.

Jones said US officials believe the crematorium could be used to get rid of the bodies in Sednaya
prison, where the Assad government is believed to have ordered mass executions of thousands of
prisoners during the war. "Credible sources have believed that many of the bodies had been disposed
of in mass graves.” Jones told reporters in a press statement, “We believe now that the Syrian regime
has installed a crematorium in the Sednaya prison complex, which could dispose of detainees’ remains
with little evidence.”

"The Syrian regime has practiced torture through a number of institutions and in a broad framework.
This is a flagrant violation of international human rights law and is tantamount to crimes against
humanity. It is considered to have been practiced after the start of the non-international armed
conflict; they constitute a flagrant violation of international humanitarian law and rise in war crimes.
"Says Ali Rashid al-Hussein, President of the Free Syrian Lawyers' Association.

Due to security restrictions and the military tightening their grip on the prison, no journalist, human
rights group or even the families of the detainees are allowed to enter Sednaya Military Prison. But we
took pictures via satellite showing the prison's location from space.

The United Nations defines torture as a crime under international law and that it can not be justified
under any circumstances; its systematic use constitutes a crime against humanity. According to the
United Nations Convention Against Torture (UNCAT), torture constitutes a grave violation of
international human rights standards.
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Reports of Syrian and international human rights organizations document the existence of dozens of
torture cases and other forms of ill-treatment by the Syrian regime, including reports such as "If the
Dead Could Speak" and "Torture Archipelago" of Human Rights Watch and "Holocaust Hlustrated"
from the Syrian Network for Human Rights, and the report "It breaks the Human" for Amnesty
International.

Sick Patients under Torture

The Syrian Regime denies the validity of international and domestic reports on human rights violations
in Syria, including torture and deliberate mass murder of detainees. The findings of the various
investigation teams refute the systematic denial of torture and the killing of prisoners held in prisons
and interrogation centers, and confirm the reliability of the testimony of Caesar and the importance
of the information he has provided.

Lawyer Ibrahim Al-Kasim, Founder of the Ceasar Files Group, and one of the world's leading experts
on strategic litigation, told us." Currently, there is no recourse to prosecution before the Syrian courts
because of the lack of Syrian legislation. It does not contain any legal provision that speaks of war
crimes or crimes against humanity, let alone the judicial personnel, lawyers, forensic doctors and
criminal experts do not have sufficient experience in this type of crime. Above all, it is highly unlikely
that the biggest perpetrator of the violations - the Syrian Regime - will hold itself accountable, because
it has protected itself with its own constitution and many other laws and regulations guaranteeing
impunity for the head of the regime, intelligence and security personnel and those cooperating with
them.”

He adds, “We can’t resort to the International Criminal Court (ICC) because Syria is not bound by
the Rome Statute of this Court. Therefore, the Syrian file must be referred to the ICC through the
UN Security Council. This will not happen because of the Russian and Chinese veto, which will also
be the main obstacle in the event of talking about the creation of an International Tribunal for Syria.”
(Russia and China together have vetoed numerous UN Security Resolutions on sanctions against
Syria).

He concludes there might be a solution to hold those accountable "Based on the above, the only
option is to resort to national courts with universal jurisdiction, whereby states must prosecute
perpetrators of war crimes in countries where perpetrators are not held accountable under the laws of
their country. This has been narrowed in many countries such as Spain, Belgium, the United Kingdom
and other countries after the prosecution against Israeli officials, such as Ariel Sharon and ex-Israeli
Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni. The states require the presence of the victim and the offender on its
territory or at least one of them to hold criminals accountable.”

Several cases have been initiated against the perpetrators of these violations in Syria before the
German, Austrian, French, Spanish and Swedish courts. Germany is usually simplest option for
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activating the jurisdiction, since they do not require that the offender or victim to be a citizen or
present in the country or that the crime has occurred on its territory.

During the last two week of our investigation, U.N. war crimes investigators called on Syria to tell
families what happened to their relatives who disappeared and provide the medical records and
remains of those who died or were executed in custody.

No progress can be made towards a lasting peace to end the nearly eight-year-old war without justice,
the International Commission of Inquiry on Syria said. After years of government silence, Syrian
authorities this year released “thousands or tens of thousands” of names of detainees alleged to have
died, mostly between 2011 and 2014, it said in a report released before delivery to the U.N. Security
Council.

“Most custodial deaths are thought to have occurred in places of detention run by Syrian intelligence
or military agencies. The Commission has not documented any instance, however, where bodies or
personal belongings of the deceased were returned,” it said.

In neatly every case, death certificates for prisoners that were provided to families recorded the cause
of death as a “heart attack” or “stroke”, the independent panel led by Paulo Pinheiro said.

Families had the right to know the truth about their loved one’s deaths and be able to retrieve their
remains, it said.



