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A Span and a Fist
Mohammad Tarek — Egypt

Al-Masry Al-Youm Newspaper
21 February 2016

In a dim corridor with no ventilation, Ashraf’s life ended on the cement floor reeking of the stench
of rotting food and trash. His life ended with his body thrown on its back, while around him, his
fellow detainees banged on the fortified doors of their cells to tell police guards that another prisoner
at Dar Al-Salam police station had died.

From his detention in Mid-May of 2013, on accusations of joining a “criminal gang,” until his death
on March 13, 2014, he spent nine months in pre-trial detention with 45 other detainees, in a room
where the space allocated for each man is "the span of a hand, plus a fist."

“It is impossible to walk in the room without bumping into the bodies of the detainees. We walked
over the bodies of those who are sleeping to go to the ‘traditional bathroom’ [a hole in the floor]
which was separated by a piece of cloth from the detainees,” stated Hossam Al-din Mostafa, a
witnesses to Ashraf’s death in detention. The prosecution’s office used his testimony in their
subsequent investigations.

“Weeks before his death, he complained of pain in his lower abdomen and a distention in the testicles.
Days before his death, he suffered extreme agitation when he started losing feeling in his left leg and
losing his ability to stand,” Elhamy Abdel Aziz stated in his official statement to the prosecution.
Abdel Aziz was detained under protective custody in a corridor in the same precinct. He was also
suffering from the same illness, a kind of hernia caused by fibroids that multiply and spread through
the testicle.

The testimony of Badawy Mohamed Sadeq, another detainee, during the investigation and after the
prosecution’s inspection of the cell, states that during Ashraf’s last night alive, Ashraf asked the officer
in charge to move him from his room to the corridor where 21 sick detainees were held. These
detainees were separated from the normal detention rooms, which are overcrowded and lacked
ventilation.

After testifying before the prosecution about his fellow inmate, Badawy was moved from Dar Al
Salam station to Al Minya prison. When we attempted to contact him to re-record his testimony for
this investigation, his family informed us that Badawy had died in the prison.

After 1AM on Thursday, March 13, 2014, silence spread in the detention room in Dar Al Salam,
punctured only by Ashraf’s screams, which continued until dawn. After some time, his body stiffened,
his temperature dropped and he began to shake. He closed his eyes and did not open them again.
Seeing this, the detainees began banging on the door of the detention cell to inform the officers of
the precinct that a detainee had died. Ashraf was the fourth detainee to die in the police station in
three months.

The poor conditions of the 295 detainees held in Dar Al Salam precinct are no different than those
of the other 45 precincts that make up Cairo governorate. The comparison we made during our
reporting proves that identical conditions exist in most places of detention in the capital, as well as in
a number of governorates in both Lower and Upper Egypt. Detainees are packed into crowded cells,
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with the result that each person has under half a square meter of space each. The health and hygiene
of detainees is shocklingly poor. Healthcare and services for ill detainees are nonexistent. Despite the
makeshift bathrooms and density of bodies in the cells, there is no ventilation.

The sole reason for the poor conditions of these faciltiies is their exemption from standards for the
maintenance of prisons in the law: detention centers connected to police stations are exempted from
the definition of prisons in law number 396 of the year 1956.

In contrast with the regulation of prisons, there are no statutes or laws that regulate imprisonment or
conditions in police stations. As such, there are no standards of cleanliness or requirements for the
provision of food, nor are there provisions allowing for visitation of families or detainee access to
healthcare.

In 1998, the former minister of interior, Habib Al Adly, issued decree number 691 to regulate the
treatment of prisoners and their living conditions. However, the decree was never implemented. The
decree specifies the treatment of prisoners and their living conditions. The decree defined “pre-trial
detention” and stipulated the clothes, food, furniture, and living necessities that had to be provided to
pre-trial detainees. Reda Marai, a lawyer for the Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights (EIPR),
comments: “This should have been applied to the detainees in police stations since they are detained
as pre-trial”.

Rasha Zidan, Ashraf’s widow, told Al-Masry Al-Youm said that she, like the relatives of detainees,
was obliged to deliver her husband’s daily meals and (Needs) to the police station at a designated time.

>

“No one cares for anyone else there,” she said. On Mondays and Thursdays she took her three
daughters with her and they would wait outside the station between 4pm and 11pm, trying to see their
father. Eventually, they would be allowed to glimpse him through a mesh window in the fortified door
overlooking the corridor to the detention cell.

Nasser Amin, a member of the National Council for Human Rights, notes: “The only confirmed thing
is that you cannot hold a suspect pre-trial in a police station for more than four days pending
investigations and with the knowledge of the prosecution, according to the criminal procedure law. If
the prosecution decides to continue detaining him, he is transferred to pre-trial custody in one of the
public prisons.”

Amin says that the practice of holding detainees in police cells instead of in prisons came about as a
result of “overcrowding” in the prisons.

According to official estimates published by the Associated Press, there were no less than 16,000
people arrested throughout 2013, while “Wiki Thawra,” an initiative by the Egyptian Center for
Economic and Social Rights, documented 40,000 arrests between July 2013 and mid-May 2014.

According to Amin “the danger in what is happening now is that the duration of detention is long and
exceeds the limits and capabilities of police stations in light of the aging of police station buildings,
the majority of which were buildings and villas nationalized by the authorities during the revolution
of July 1952 and converted into police stations. Places of detention inside these stations did not
conform to safety requirements”.

A week before his death, Rasha was not able to see him when she went to visit. “He was not able to
move when I took food to the station for him. The police officer told me: “Your husband did not
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sleep all night and cannot get up.” He sent a detained colleague called Usama to take the food from

us.”

The wife secured a request the following day in which the head of the Dar Al Salam prosecution office
asked the commissioner of the police station, Hussien Al Hamouly, to provide a doctor to examine
Ashraf. This procedure can facilitate the transfer of detainees from police stations to hospitals. The
commissioner ultimately retains authority over whether to transfer detainees pursuant to the request
of prosecution.

The same day, Mina Magdy from the health office of Dar Al Salam went to the police station to
conduct a medical checkup on Ashraf and recommended that he be transferred to the hospital for x-
rays and analysis. A report from the proseuction’s investigations files describing his condition noted
“swelling in the pelvic area and inflammation in the joints.”

Dr. Khaled Samir, a member of the Doctors Syndicate, said: “There is no law requiring the medical
inspector to pass by police stations regularly but it is in his duty if he is summoned — mostly this is
done by the prosecution office- to check on a patient he has to respond immediately. His role is limited
to investigating the condition [of the detainee] because most health inspectors are interns that have
not yet specialized”.

This was not the only transfer request that Ashraf’s wife procured from the prosecution office. The
prosecution had issued four transfer requests during Ashraf’s detention, each of which were shown
to Al Masry Al Youm. In each of the requests, the prosecution requested that the station commission
transfer Ashraf to the hospital. He was not transferred until hours before his death.

Ashraf’s wife said that the police station did not inform her of her husband’s death and that she had
received a phone call from one of the detainees informing her of her husband’s death.

The story of Ashraf and his fellow detainees at the Dar Al Salam police statition is not uncommon.
Despite Ashraf’s death being the fourth at that police station in the three months between December
2013 and March 2014, the coroner’s office received notice of at least three deaths in police stations,
said Dr. Hisham Abdel Hamid, the spokesman of the office.

These are the cases that undergo autopsies, according to his statements to Al Masry Al Youm while
this investigation was underway. In 2014, the coronet’s office received notice of 66 cases of deaths in
police stations in Cairo and Giza. Al Masry Al Youm acquired a list of their names.

Abdel Hamid argues that the numerous deaths in detention rooms is “natural” and will recur,
considering the arrival of ill detainees in overcrowded facilities, where the summer heat exacerbates
the living conditions .

The coroner department’s report, attached to the investigations following the death of the first
detainee in Dar Al Salam police station, attributed detainee deaths to “the detention rooms’ lack of
cleanliness, ventilation, and health facilities.” The report cited “medical negligence” which “detainees
are subjected to in overcrowded rooms, the capacity of which is not enough for half of them, making
them a suitable environment for infection and illnesses”.

Dar Al Salam deputy prosecutor Moahmed Hani works in a small building twenty minutes away from
the Dar Al Salam police station. Hani was in charge of the investigations into Ashraf’s death. He works
under the supervision of Hazem Al Lami, head of the prosecution office.
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At 9am on the morning of Ashraf’s death, the deputy prosecutor when to Dar Al Salam police station
and read the report prepared by Lieutenant Ahmed Al Dosuky, the officer on shift when he died. The
report states that the “the detainee’s death was from natural causes" and took place after he returned
from Al Mabara Hospital in Maadi.” Attached to the report was another report by a doctor called
Ayman, who was on shift at the hospital reception when Ashraf was received. Ayman’s report states:
“The patient feels pain in his lower abdomen due to a hernia in the testicle sac, and an outpatient
treatment was prescribed for him.” At the end of the report, Ayman advised that the patient be
transferred to a hospital if the symptoms persist.

According to the doctor’s report, Al Mabara Hospital in Maadi was not the hospital designated to care
for detainees. Another detainee called Ahmed Abdel Rahman testified in front of the prosecutor,
stating: “Dar Al Salam police station transfers detainees to private hospitals that do not accept cases
coming from the police station and only give the necessary first aid.” Badawy Mohamed Sadek,
another another witness who was detainees in the same case, who was a heart patient, said in the
investigations that the commissioner refuses to transfer detainees to government hospitals for fear
that the detainees may be admitted. Instead, he only allows them to sleep in the corridor of the
detention area “despite the recommendations of the health inspector who comes to check on us to
transfer us to hospitals to receive treatment.”

After reviewing the police report and the doctor’s report, the deputy prosecutor went to inspect
Ashraf’s body inside the detention cell. The body was covered with a blanket and thrown in the
corridor behind a fortified metal door on the ground floor of the police station.

The deputy prosecutor objected while inspecting the 21 patients sleeping on the floor of the dim
corridor surrounded by eight fortified doors. These doors lead to detention cells that hold another
295 detainees, as registered in the police station’s log.

The smallest room (number 10) contained 22 detainees in a space of 2.5 by 3 meters. That is, each
individual was allocated less than half a square meter of space. The room contained no bathroom. It
did not contain fans or any ventilation, with the exception of a small mesh window, clogged with dust
that was embedded in the metal door.

The biggest room, number 4, contained 45 detainees, while room number 5 contained 34 detainees in
a space approximated by the deputy prosecutor to be four by five meters for each. The inspection
report noted that each room contained a fan and a broken extractor fan.

After inspecting the detention area, Mohamed Hani, the deputy prosecutor, went up to the
commissioner’s room and turned to an investigations officer. He was escorted by four detainees that
he selected to testify regarding Ashraf’s death. He recorded in the investigations a warning that had
been sent to the police station two month earlier stating that it was necessary to clean the station and
move the detainees crammed into the detention rooms.

In their testimonials, the four detainees officially accused the officials in Dar Al Salam police station
of negligence resulting in the deaths of the detainees. Among the detainees was Ahmed Abdel Rahman
Fathy, who noted the poor conditions of the detention centers, including the lack of ventilation,
regular power cuts, unsanitary bathrooms, and insect infestations. He added, “Some of the detainees
sleep in the bathroom or lean on the walls due to our large numbers.”

At the end of the day, Dar Al Salam prosecution sent a letter documenting the death of four detainees
in Dar Al Salam police station in three months, to the general attorney Tarek Abul Yazid. Al Masry
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Al Youm acquired a copy of the letter in which he was asked to designate a committee from the
preventive medicine department to determine whether the detention area meets health standards.
Three days after the prosecution sent the letter, a committee from the General Department for the
Combat of Contagious Disease and the General Department for Environmental Scanning went to the
police station.

Al Masry Al Youm met with Dr. Wafaa Shalaby, the former manager of the General Department of
Environmental Scanning and a member of the committee.

“I was close to suffering a psychological shock [when I entered the detention cells] and could not bear
the suffocating air and its pollutants, to the extent that my colleagues advised me to leave the cell,”
she told Al Masry Al Youm. “It was a very cruel experience.”

“It was very crowded, to the extent that it was impossible to walk through the room without brushing
against the bodies of the detainees. They were living in places that resemble large bathrooms. The
place reeked with the smell of human waste, and there were sacks of garbage everywhere.”

According to a copy we acquired, the documents sent by the Preventive Medicine Committee to the
prosecution after they inspected Dar Al Salam police station states that the detention area is composed
of six rooms. The detention area contains a “traditional-style bathroom” with no water source and the
bathroom has a pungent smell. The bathroom is said to be a source of infection among the detainees.
The only source of air to the room is a window, blocked by a dusty screen, which overlooks a garage
filled with sewage water and infested with insects. The extractor fans, which function only
intermittently, are obstructively noisy.

The report adds, “the cleanliness inside the detention cells is nonexistent. They are filled with sacks
of garbage that omit a bad smell and are a source of crawling insects.” These garbage bags are left in
the dimly-lit room with the detainees.

Dr. Shalaby explained further: “The place did not have enough space for the detainees to move to the
extent that they were forced to sleep parallel to each other, and some were ill or injured or suffered
from ulcers on their feet.”

“It seems that they did not receive medical care in light of these conditions and we heard this general
complaint in all the police stations when we later passed by other police stations”.

Dr. Shalaby explains that the nature of her work in the Department of Environmental Scanning
included measuring the levels of pollution in the air, and she took samples from the cell.

The official documents that were attached by the Department of Environmental Scanning to the
Preventive Medicine Department report found that there were emissions of sulfur dioxide, nitric
oxide, and carbon monoxide.

Ashraf’s story is only one of many stories across governorates in Upper Egypt, Lower Egypt, and the
Greater Cairo area that have been documented by the Features Department of Al Masry Al Youm.
We have copies of the official investigations by the prosecution offices and it is not possible to publish
all of them due to their length.
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In one example, heart patient Shaker Abu Arab, 22 years old, was one of eight detainees who died in
the police stations of Qalioubia governorate during September 2013, according to official data from
the Qalioubia police.

Shaker died three weeks after being detained. While the coroner’s office in Qalioubia governorate said
that Shaker’s death was due to heart disease, the evidence demonstrates that the police station refused
to take Shaker to a hospital despite a recommendation from two doctors from the Health Office and
a third doctor in Al Qanater Hospital. All the doctors recommended that Shaker be should be moved
to a hospital.

Al Masry Al Youm acquired all the letters and official documents relating to cases of death in the
Qalioubia police station, including investigatory materials of the general prosecutor. The investigations
into the death of Shaker Abu Arab ended with his family being found guilty of assaulting members of
the police station after their son’s death.

Shaket’s story begins on September 7, 2013 when he was arrested in his house in the village of
Shalakan, in Qalioubiya, just north of Cairo, in relation to an aggravated robbery charge. The first
hearing was set 17 days after his arrest.

When Shaker was admitted to Al Qanater police station, a medical record was registered indicating
that he had a wound below his shoulder as a result of a heart surgery to implant two artificial valves.

He spent three weeks in the small detention cell in Al Qanater alongside twelve other detainees. A
description from the prosecution’s investigation states: “The detention cell’s floor was covered with
blankets and cloth, and bags of food and clothes belonging to detainees hung on nails pegged to the
walls”.

Two days after he entered the detention cell of Al Qalioubia police station, he began complaining to
the detainees of chest pains, according to the testimony of the detainees in the investigation report by
the general persecution that Al Masry Al Youm received. His mother visited him a week after his
detention and observed these symptoms.

Shaker’s mother went to the prosecution and pleaded for him to be moved to the hospital. The
prosecution provided Shaker’s mother with a letter that would allow a doctor from Al Qanater
Hospital to visit the police station to conduct a medical checkup on the patient, and assigned the
commissioner to present medical care and the necessary treatment.

A few hours after the request was presented, Dr. Khaled Al Sayed Abdel Wahab from Al Qanater
Hospital arrived at the police station. He conducted a checkup and wrote in his report: “the patient
needs an abdominal ultrasound and blood and stool analysis the following morning for his case to be
diagnosed.”

He attached the report to a report by the police station. The commissioner, however, did not allow
Shaker to undergo the required ultrasound and analysis, and he was not taken to the hospital as the
doctor had recommended.

By September 21, 2013, Shaker had been detained in the cell for two weeks. His mother went to the
offices of Banha General Prosecution and informed the general attorney that the commissioner of Al
Qanater police station refused to move her son to a hospital, despite official medical records that
stated his illness. For the second time, the prosecution sent a request to the commissioner of Al



Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press 2016 — Prix Samir Kassir pour la liberté de la presse 2016
2016 Aadlaall :\_1‘);.‘ ‘)_uaﬁ e B)}\A

Qanater police station asking him to assign a medical inspector to examine Shaker and determine
whether his medical condition required him to be moved to a hospital. He asked him to write a medical
report after Shaker’s medical examination.

At 10am on the same morning, Dr. Karim Mohamed Zaki, the inspector of Al Qanater recommended
that Shaker be examined by a cardiologist.

“The accused is suffering from stomach pains and irregular heartbeats and blood pressure, shortness
of breath and nausea,” he wrote. The report was signed by the doctor and sealed with an official
stamp. The incident was recorded in a police report written by a police officer called Abdel Nasser
Yousef and signed by the commissioner. Al Masry Al Youm acquired a copy of the official report.

For the second time, the commissioner refused to send the detainee to a cardiologist, and Shaker was
not moved to a hospital.

Dr. Khaled Samir, a professor specializing in the heart and chest at Ain Shams University, said that
examination of detainees is limited to a basic evaluation of the patient’s condition. Examination by a
specialist is only required if there is the evaluation determines that the patient needs further medical
attention. This is because most of the health units are staffed by interns whose main task is limited to
checking the vital signs and the general health condition of the patient.

The reports by two different doctors both state that “he has to be examined by a cardiologist.” A third
report requested that Shaker be moved to a hospital or taken to a specialist. The report was written
by Dr. Doaa Ibrahim, health inspector of Al Qanater Hospital, and was officially stamped. This report
was also acquired by Al Masry Al Youm.

Hours later he sat in a white undershirt and trousers, leaning on the wall of the room, rubbing his
chest with both hands and vomiting of the floor of the detention room. He continued vomiting all
night: some of the detainees accompanied him to the bathroom. At 12:30am, hours before his hearing,
the guards heard the cries of the detainees. An ambulance took Shaker to the hospital, but the doctor
who received Shaker at 1am wrote in his report that the patient “arrived at the hospital dead.”

Death in detention is not a phenomenon limited to sick detainees, or those with preexisting medical
conditions. Another detainee, a man in his twenties, arrived at the detention center healthy. He had
finished his time in prison and was getting ready to get out. His life was taken after only four days in
Mataria police station in Cairo.

On the morning of Wednesday June 11, 2014, a smile flickered across the face of Ahmed Mohamed
Ibrahim as he saw the streets of Cairo through the window of the police van that took him Borg Al
Arab Prison in Alexandria, where he had spent two years, back to Cairo.

He spent one night in Al Khalifa police station and three additional nights in Al Mataria police station
while bureaucratic procedures preceding his release took place.

When he arrived at Mataria, a police officer took him to a detention room upstairs that was separated
from the second floor by a large black metal door. The room contained a small corridor of twelve
square meters, and was surrounded by four fortified black doors.
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The police officer stood him in front of a door with a sign saying, “Ward Number 2.” The dimly lit
square room, measuring four by four meters, contained 67 detainees. Bags of the detainees’ food and
clothes hung on the walls of the room.

On the right side of the room was a primitive bathroom, separated by cement wall. On the wall
opposite the door of the detention room was a small barred window. A lone electric lamp and eight
small fans hung from the ceiling of the room.

During his father’s last visit to his son in the police station on Saturday, June 14, 2014, his father paid
34 Egyptian pounds as a fee for a his son’s upcoming release. He said: “When I met my son, he came
out of the detention cell as if he was coming out of an oven. I met an officer called Hussam Hanafy:
I did not know his name as at the time, and I complained to him and told him my son is not well. He
hit me on the shoulder and said go get him a doctor”.

Ahmed returned to his cell with a meal his father had brought him and he ate it with four of the
detainees, among them Essam Abdel Hamid Suliman and Medhat Abdel Moaty, who spoke in front
of the prosecution in the investigations following his death.

Although early in the morning the temperature was already 35 degrees Celsius. The 67 detainees were
sitting inside the four-by-four metre room. The smell of their sweat mingled with cigarette smoke and
a pungent odor from the bathroom adjacent to the room.

Ahmed felt difficulty breathing and, despite the heat, became cold. He fainted and shivered
continuously, according to the testimony of his fellow detainees.

A detainee called Imam Al Sayed tried to revive him by rubbing his chest and helping him stand up
by leaning him against the wall of the room. This is the standard procedure by the detainees in police
stations when a detainee suffers breathing difficulties. Ahmed, however, could not be saved. The
detainees knocked on the door of the room and told the officer in charge. The officer entered the
room, accompanied by a paramedic who was attending to another detainee in the same ward,
according to the investigatory reports.

A high-ranking officer, a low-ranking officer, and a paramedic entered the ward and took Ahmed out
to the corridor while the detainees watched. Among them was a detainee called Mohamed Fawzi who
said in the investigations, “the paramedic tried to open his eyes and then looked at the officer and
said, ‘he should be moved to a hospital immediately.”

Ahmed was transferred to Mataria Educational Hospital, where Dr. Ahmed Abdel Badia wrote in his
report that he was “dead on arrival”.

At 8am that same day, Ahmed Mohamed Ibrahim’s father went to Mataria police station to celebrate
the release of his son. Instead, Officer Mahmoud Sultan told him of his son’s death.

In his testimony in front of the prosecution, the father held Captain Hussam Ashraf Hanafy
responsible for his son’s death. Hanfy denied in the interrogation by a prosecutor that he had been at
the police station at the time of the incident or that he had seen the father or son during the visit.
Precint records show that he proved he had left the police station at 9:30pm on June 14.
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By contrast Ahmed Al Shafiq, who was detained in the corridor of the detention area, said that Captain
Hussam Hanafy was present in uniform, telling prosecutors, “the captain witnessed the incident of
Ahmed being taken to the hospital with the paramedic.”

The detainee was being attended to by the paramedic who would then examine Ahmed Mohamed
Ibrahim, he told Al Masry Al Youm.

“I was unwell because of the stuffiness of detention cell. I had gone through an operation on my
stomach and they ordered an ambulance for me. Afterwards, I heard knocking on the door and the
prisoners were saying someone was dying. They took him out and put him near me on the floor. The
paramedic examined him and told the officer that he must be taken to the hospital”.

The prosecution found no cause for Ahmed Mohamed Ibrahim’s death beyond suffocation due to
the lack of ventilation. The prosecution also noted the narrow confines of the cell.

Medhat Abdel Aty, one of the detainees, said during the investigation that an unnamed officer came
straight after the incident to the cell and asked if any of the detainees were tired. He then took a
number of detainees out of the cell.

In an interview with the deputy prosecutor, Brigadier General Mohamed Ali Fatouh, the
commissioner of Al Mataria police station, admitted that the police station had a problem with
overcrowding.

“Ahmed’s cell is cleaned daily but because of the large number [of detainees] arriving because prisons
do not take pre-trial detainees who face criminal charges, the place is unavoidably unclean,” he told
prosecutors.

“Who is responsibler” This question is answered by Nasser Amin, member of the National Council
for Human Rights. “Police stations fall under the regulations and guidelines of the de facto head of
the station, and above him is the Ministry of Interior, especially with regards to the treatment of
detainees. The only fixed thing inside police stations is the station record, in which everything is
recorded. Other than that, every police station varies according to the nature of the precinct or the
neighbourhood it is in.”

Amin points out that, “police station officers admitted the problems of overcrowding in detention,”
and he says this is the responsibility at the Ministry of Interior, as the highest political authority on
this matter.

Ahmed Mohamed Ibrahim was not the last citizen whose life ended in Mataria police station. Detainee
Ahmed Baioumy died two months later, and three other people held in the cells also died in the course
of a week during February 2015.

According to a report by Amnesty International on Al Mataria police station, no less than nine
detainees lost their lives between April 2014 and March 2015. It pointed out that “the investigations
of detainee deaths that have taken place so far are characterized by a lack of seriousness, and no one
has been held accountable”.

The incidents of death in police stations that Al Masry Al Youm have investigated are similar: pre-trial
detainees die in police station detention because of overcrowding and medical negligence. But one
incident in Maadi police station was completely different.
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In February of 2014, a pre-trial detainee was electrocuted after he touched a live wire, according to
the official account. Detainees confirmed this account during the investigations of the prosecution.

We tried to communicate with the family of the deceased, but they refused to speak to us. The victim’s
brother told us they do not want to remember the story, and added that “talking is worthless.” We
received a similar response from his father.

A similar incident occured in Upper Egypt, which gave us the opportunity to investigate how a citizen
(in this case, a child) could be electrocuted in a police station.

At 6am on a hot day in August 2014, Ibrahim Ahmed Ismael left his house in Al Qinawia village near
the town of Nag Hammadi, heading towards the train station to begin his working day as a roving
vendor aboard the local trains. He was just 14 years old.

He boarded the train with twelve other vendors, who passed from carriage to carriage and train to
train selling trinkets and food to passengers. On their way back home, Ibrahim was arrested on the
platform, along with five other vendors. His charge, according to police report number 5155, was
“selling water onboard the Nag Hammadi train.”

At 2pm on the same day, the five vendors were moved to Nag- Hamadi police station, where they
were received by seventeen detainees, according to Sombol, one of the other vendors.

Sweat ran down the damp bodies that stuck together in the hot August afternoon. Power was cut off
three times during the first hours at the precinct. The extractor fan stopped working and ventilation
became worse inside the room. Guards told them that they would activate the generator at the police
station. At the time, Ibrahim was leaning with his body on the door to the cell, according to the
testimony of the detainees in the investigations.

When the power suddenly cam back, the lamp hanging from the ceiling shattered and an electrical
current ran from the door to the wet floor of the cell, electrocuting the detainees .

In his testimony to the prosecution, a copy of which I was able to secure, detainee Mohamed Atef
said: “Suddenly everyone started trembling. We kicked the floor and then passed out. Our clothes
were filled with sweat and the whole place was electrified.”

The official story from Qena police headquarters was that “the death of detainee Ibrahim Ahmed
Ismael, detained pending trial in case number 5155, came about due to suffocation because of the lack
of electricity and the fans not working.” A committee from Nag Hamadi electricity authority that was
assigned to examine the cell noted, “electricity reaches the detention cell via haphazard connections
tied to each other with plastic bags, and are considered in violation of the technical requirements and
a hazard to anyone who touches them.”

When the head of the Nag Hamadi electricity authority returned to the prosecution, he said in his
testimony that when electricity was cut off and diesel was connected, an electrical spark was discovered
in the walls and metal door when they were touched by a “test key.”

In the same month of August 2014, media broadcast the statements of leaders in the ministry that
explained that air conditioners would be installed and two new prisons would be built for pre-trial
detention on the outskirts of Cairo. The media was able to observe through the commissioners of the
precincts that these instructions came from the Head of General Security.
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On September 25, 2014, however, Wael Khashaba, the head of Al Haram prosecution office, heard
screaming in Al Haram police station while he was there to determine the amount of drugs captured
in a case. He discovered that 61 detainees were suffering from scabies. The detainees’ limbs had
swollen and bloody ulcers and rashes appeared among the detainees in the police station. The
prosecution assigned a committee from epidemic control to decontaminate the police station from
bacteria and contagious disease and moved the detainees to a special quarantine inside one of the
central security camps in the city of 6 October.

In April 2015, around eight months after the statements by security officials in the Ministry of Interior
requiring installation of air conditioners and extraction fans to improve the conditions of the detainees,
two detainees died in Masr Al Kadima police station in Cairo in one week.

The prosecution opened an investigation and assigned a committee from the preventive medicine
department for the third time. Dr. Wafaa Shalaby was one of the members. She visited Masr Al
Kadima police station a year after she had visited Dar Al Salam police station. She says, “In Masr Al
Kadima the number of detainees was more than Dar Al Salam. The rooms were divided breadthwise
to accommodate more numbers during sleep.”

”There was a whole year separating the two visits during which nothing was done to improve the
conditions of the detainees,” she said.

Representatives of the Ministry of Interior were repeatedly contacted for their comments on this
investigation, but did not respond to these requests.



