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Speech Land
Maher Massoud — Syria
Tloana Al-Horriya website
8 March 2016

There were still pictures of the movie “Good Bye Lenin” that kept coming to my mind when I was
staying with my mother, the Leukemia patient and that was in Byruni hospital in 2011. My mother
who lived her pain silently watched herself fading away also silently. She passed away in that very same
year when Syria, my home, started to rise up and breaking its silence.

I still remember the patient mother in that movie and how her kids tried the impossible to hide the
breaking down of the Berlin wall from her, which was so hard to avoid, as was their other hard task:
hiding the end of Communism in eastern Germany at that time as well. All what they wanted was to
let their mother leave this world without seeing or knowing that the world she knew has gone for
good, and she is not a part of it any more.

But we, the “sons of fear” were actually playing a hide-and-seek game with our mother. We were
hiding the nature of her disease in addition to what was going on in Syria, using silly ways doing so
actually. In her turn she was hiding from us what she knew and that she had feelings about what was
going on. Both of us knew that she had a fatal disease; both of us knew also that Syria our home had
its own barbarian regime which was in itself, a fatal disease.

I saw her listening with a little bit of fear to the sounds of bullets coming from the hospital room’s
window. We couldn’t do anything about it, or even change what the sound was, it only echoed one
thing: that the city of Damascus was under fire. She hid her fears and so we did, but hope kept floating
to the surface. Despite the fear, death was the way; the pass to another world we knew nothing about.

When my mother passed away in September 2011, she didn’t know that I got fired from my job, and
that my colleagues there took the risk of helping me escape from the regime’s Intelligence forces when
they came to arrest me in my workplace.

She didn’t know that I was involved in demonstrations in Damascus; or that I was writing in Lebanese
newspapers against the “Empire of fear” that began showing cracks in our hearts and minds as well.
She didn’t even know that I was wanted by the regime’s military and in particular by the the worst part
of its departments: the air force intelligence department, to carry out my “duty” and be a part of the
killing of the Syrian civilians under the orders of Suheil Al-Hassan, the man behind the use of
“explosive barrels” idea the “burnt land” strategy. I won’t forget when I was still in the military service
in 2006 how he was gathering us and telling us to bring him information about the “National
Democratic Assembly,” then after that he would always yell at us and dismiss us saying words like
“stupid useless college boys, no use of you serving our country” in very inelegant terms.

We used to tell jokes about him between each other and we gave him a nickname: “Sassuky” due to
his skinny, Athletic body, and his funny Acrobatic moves despite how serious it was.

He was the right hand and of the head of the department’s favorite guy, Jameel Al-Hassan, the man
behind the “killing one million Syrians for Mr. President’s sake” theory and the killer of Ghayath
Matar, one of the most beautiful icons of the peaceful Syrian uprising.
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But eventually, I haven’t responded or joint them... And of course I haven’t told my mother about
all of that.

She has gone from this world, and I cried until my soul overflowed with the bitter taste of loss. I have
always been afraid of this moment coming. I was terrified of the idea of losing her, but now, with her
absence I have noticed as if my grief was mixed with another strange feeling; a feeling of breaking free
of the fear of my own death. It might be one of the self-defense mechanisms to handle the pain, I
don’t know. But the thing I am sure of is that the idea of getting arrested or dying was very frightening,
not because “I am ashamed of my mothet’s tears” like Mahmoud Darwish once said, but because 1
was afraid of her having a big heartbreak because of me; knowing that life had already given her a lot
of heartbreaks, I was her only solace.

I have always been moved by stories of Syrian mothers who lost their sons in war. In a country like
Syria where the male domination is a pyramid system which begins with the authority and then the
religion ending with the society. Syrian mothers were subjected to this dominatkon, and they have
always shown endless patience, and eventually they were the source of compensation of the fear and
exile which were imposed deeply in the air and the water and even the soil of this country.

When I was ten years old, a little informer told the principal about me, and gave him fake letter saying
that I wrote to my classmate (my lover at that time), and it was known that the schools of “Baath”
were informers’ factories where they were rewarded by having great positions (class masters) for their
leaks and stories.

When the principal sent for me to question me, he threatened me with the policemen who were by
chance standing right against his window, so I admitted everything out of fear and because of the
laughter of some school teachers who were there, and indeed I never talked with her after that. I have
learned since then that love is a sin, and it’s been watched carefully by authority, and the confession is
not a salvation and it is nothing but falling in a trap of fear and subjection and worthlessness. Since,
secrecy has become a sign of rebellion sorts for me.

Everything was a secret in “Assad’s Syria;” parties are a secret, love is a secret, oppression is a secret;
it’s like a social contract of hiding: hiding the reality and showing another, different reality. The hidden
reality was the one that you must always admit for the authority, and the most important experience
in Syria is that we were all guilty until we admit or prove otherwise.

People’s minds are tired of suppression and self-cautiousness before and during and after all talking.
This damned secrecy culture was broken at 2011. It is a genie who won’t get back to the magic lamp
again in spite of the war and the killing and the destruction that have followed the uprising.

Mother... Maybe we will fail, or maybe our revolution has been broken and got surrounded by
darkness, and maybe we have sought refuge all over the world, but still, we won’t go back to the old
“Empire of silence” again. Can you imagine how difficult it is to speak? And how much it costs in a
wortld that wants us to keep silent? No one knows like you the real meaning of silence and how bitter
it tastes.

I think you are sad now... But I can hear your voice inside me whispering: “Speak!”
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